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E. Stevenson, ?resident

Teil Stevenson first Joined Kingston Chess Club 1n 1916. He
remalned a member until 1940, when his disabillty made it
difficult for hi:r to attend Club meetings during the war. He
reJolned the Club in 1955. Ted d.evoted. a great deal of tlme
to chess problees during this period. He was a proninent nenber
of the Chess Problen Society, aad had roany of hls coroposltions
publlshed. Ee also asslsted. Leonarti Barden with hie chess
eolumn.

At one stage Ted waa one of the strongest players in the
C1ub, often playing Board Z or 1 1n the Surrey frophy or Thames
Yalley Divislon 1 teqn. He was always a keen supporte: of Club
conpetltions, and a regular menber of the Club connittee. He
was nade an Ilonorary life Member in 1972, when he became yice_
Presldent. Ile beeame Presld.ent of the Club in 19?5.

Ted was the last l1nk with the pre-war C1ub. I{1s cheerful
dlsposltion w1l} be sadly missed by aII, particularly those
who hatl known hiu for many years. The Chairman has written to
Tedrs relatives, expresslng eondolences on behalf of the G1ub.
They have repliei, acknowledging the pleasure Ted deriyed
from the Club and the friendship of all the nembers.

IY.E.Y/aterton
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Regular readers of -Chess" till hsve
seeo extensive correspondence receotly oo
tbe probleDs of m6iDtainioEf a viable
cbess c1ub. A lette. froB the Secretary
of Luton Chess Club obviously shruck a
cbord, Eere is psrt of tbe letter that
set the ball rolling in Uay 1986:

-...I took ower the runoinEi of our club
at the start of the sessoo. The outgoing
secaetary decided to hed over tbe reiEs
to t*o enthusiasts eho vere oot jaded by
11 years of c@tiouous upbill slruggle to
ruR a chess club. It is only io hiDdsight
tbs! se reslise tbe lonely patb our
foroer secretary trod in the face of
genersl apathy aEoogst the oajority of
oua seobers.

In oua first season Fe" . - changed the
anDusl club chaupionship to a seven-aound
Siiss (sod)---starLed s ladder toumev to
eocourage every gl6oe played at ttre club
to be a co@elitive one. It is a
cootinuous fight to get people bo play in
these toumeys; -. -DeBbers (especially the
s'brooger players) only use the club for
league b6tches, and do not seeE to take
Duch ioterest io club activilics. . . it
seeos it is Eore sttrsctivn l:o sbny st
booe on a HiDter's dight aod read q chess
trook- - -'

In June, the President oI Southaopton
Chess Club suggesbed a club chsmpiooship
where to qualify lar a prize 6 beDber
Eust play eigbt oa &oae €loBes agaiDst six
or Eore opponef,ts:

''-.,Nobody is put off by the Decessity
to atteDd on ey particular eveninEJ or
eveo for a D@ber of Heeks. Because of
the laek of prior coEEitEent, BeEbers 6re
Dever reluctaDt to enter and because sll
results qualify for Unioo ond BCF
gradings, ve bsve nobody 'lurkiog ia the
shadops' Hho &igbt bave a grade (soEe-
tioes a Hocd ooe), but cannot fit io
eDougb qualifyioC €laoes. Very fe, of our
EeBbers f6i1 to pl8 at le6st a dozeo
chaEpionship gaBes in a season.,. "

The Secretary of Cardiff Chess CIub

-.--Don't be teopted by offers of cheap
aooBs io pubs or c1ubs.,.?tre disscivantage
of pubs is thst they tend to deter
juoiors (or rstber tbeir Euosl). He bsve
recently Doved to tbe YMCA wtere Fe have
been oade very welcooe. Uost toros have a
YMCA. . .

Publicity: dake sure the centrdl
library knows youa eenue! club oighl, aod
telepltone oumber of a club official. lle
have obtained seveFal oew BeBbers tbis
Bay. AIso explore local free Dewspape.s.
In our case Cardiff City Council prqiuce
a regular free 'ilbat's OD' news-sheet end
includes us for no ch6rge..."

Finally, froo tloel Bebpsbead:

'...PubIicity coEes froE 1oca1 papers
only for outstaEdinEi events. Two Juoior
TourBaEents in the ChristEas holidays got
excelleot vribe-ups...Cood conElress wins
also get write-ups. .,

Club congresses are one ide6. Spoosors
(are) essential. Estabe 6[fents, accouot-
snts, hanks, rich loc6l firEs (sre) worth
a tty.. .

Folloping the BCF's urge to popularise
chess... (just before the tlorld Champion-
ship), tables and chess sets rere set up
adjoinind tbe Public Library lawa..-and
aB opeo iovitatrioo issued to tbe public
to qoEe and play our Beobers. This had
been annouoeed io the locat press io good
tiBe. It Fas vell supportd by youn€l and

Clearly, Kingstoo Chess Club is Dot
alone iD tbe probleos it faces. But are
solutiobs to be fohd in tbese letters?

10 Ju1y, sFDsorships and advertisind
vere suggested:

APRIL TOOL PROBLE.\,I

White to play and mate in one!

(Think about 1t!)

".. -Great Yarmouth Chess CIub csDe to
an araaogeBeot uith a local casino to use
ttleir top-floor rooo once a week. The
casino rrovided coffee sod sandwiches
every club oight for free (aDd) bought
oe* ?ooden seis and boards...Hhat they
Elot out ol it yas iocreased publicitv,
all good, through haviDg 6 very
successrul chess teao (snd) theia oee
beceBe knom througlroul, E6st Anglis- - -

EncouraEle juniors and others to join by
a(lvert.ising (this "i1l certainly plesse
your spoosor), and do play the occasional
siDul. atsainst sn IM or GM. 'Ihis is a
valusble yay of creating interesi . . . By
invitiog the loc6l press to cover the
event you can get a loi of Bileage froB a
simul. . . . tleekeDd tourna@eots oagonised by
your club sre aElain excellent for
creabing interest io tbe club- Tbese
don't bave to be big open eveDts, but caD
be liBited to iuvited players floD surr-
oubding clubs. Great financial resources
6ren't as iDporbet as enthusiasB aod
ortronisatioo. - 

_


